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Dear Parent/Carer,
I can’t quite believe it’s this time of year again as we are rapidly approaching the Christmas break. This
term has flown by but their is much to be celebrated and many things achieved.
I was searching through some of the photos to include in the newsletter and can’t quite believe the array
of events and experiences that our pupils have been very fortunate to experience over the last few
months. These range from Inter-house activities, trips to the theatre, sporting successes, science lectures
to name but a few. These experiences are all very valuable and I know the pupils and staff get a lot from
them.
The standard of dress in school for the majority of pupils is very high, the Senior Leadership Team were all
immensely proud of the students in S4-6 as they returned to school in August, resplendent in their new
blazers. It has made a significant difference with many pupils in S1-3 expressing a desire to have a blazer
too! As we get into the depths of winter we are still encouraging the seniors to wear their blazers in
school and would encourage them to make use of the school lockers for storing blazers if it’s not possible
to wear them under winter coats.
As a staff team we have taken forward many of the priorities in our school improvement plan, including
developing pupil leadership, the school/ house councils and pupil voice as well as developing our visible
learning approach. We have introduced Senior Leadership Team learning drop-ins and have observed active learning, learning intentions, effective questioning and much more as part of the drop-ins. We have
also adopted a more systematic approach to our professional development linking this to our school improvements in learning and teaching.
I hope you have had a chance to look at the new school website—www.beeslackhigh.co.uk. Last year we
received a lot of feedback on the website and as a result we now have a very smart new site with lots of
up to the minute information on it. If, however, you notice that something is missing or information you
would like to see is not available, let us know. To make it even easier to access the school calendar and
latest news we have also invested in a school app which links directly to the website. Information on how
to download it for free is on the back page of the newsletter.
We have had some staffing changes during this term—we said farewell to Miss Mattocks who secured a
post at Craigmount High School. Given the national difficulties in recruiting staff we are delighted to welcome both Mrs Nicoll and Mr Stewart to the Maths department. We also said farewell to Mrs Mather our
Admin Assistant who moved to a new post with Lloyds Bank, we are now currently recruiting for her replacement.
I hope you enjoy a browse through the newsletter and I hope you have a relaxing and peaceful festive
season. I look forward to welcoming the pupils back on the 9th of January 2017.
Lynn Black
Headteacher

Cover Images : Clockwise from top right
Illana Betney S2, Erin Divine S2, Isabel Philips S2, Collette
Dance S1
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Sporting News
Football
We have now established a S1 team and a U15's girls team at Beeslack along side our S2 team. Our S1's won
their first match 3-0 against Penicuik whist our U15's girls finished 2nd in the Lothian School's 7-a-side tournament. Congratulations!
Netball
Our first season in the netball Scottish Shield has been an exciting challenge for the girls. Our S2 girls are due
to play Portlethen Academy in the second round and our open team are due to play Currie High School or
Mearns Castle in the third round. Good luck to the girls.

On the afternoon of Thursday 24 November, the S3 dancers were given the opportunity to participate in a dance workshop led by Rambert Dance Company. They also then went to the Festival Theatre to watch their performance. The girls
who took part were Holly Peden (S3), Millie Tweedie (S3), Thea Thompson (S3), Nell Mowbray (S3), Courtney Stevenson
(S3), Elishea Grace (S3)
Erin Shanks, Thea Thompson, Caitlin Meir and Nell Mowbray all successfully completed their Dance Leadership qualification during their October holidays.
So far, the hockey team have taken part in two festivals this year and won both. The Team consists of S2-S6 pupils who
compete against Midlothian Schools.
The team are Hannah Noble (S2), Megan Butler (S2), Duncan Anderson (S2), Evie Buchanan (S3), Gavin Hendry (S4),
James Penman (S4), Georgia Jones (S4), Tadhg Allan (S4), Emily Ross (S5), Kathryn McKenzie (S6), Georgia Ward (S6),
Anna Ballinghall (S6) and Olivia Jones (S6)
Some S3 pupils are currently completing a period a week of Junior Sports Leaders led by Edinburgh College.

Boyd Anderson Ski Race - Boys team finishing 3rd (Bronze Medal) 7
December
Penicuik Community Rugby going from strength to strength with
regular fixtures for Under14 and 16 teams and will hopefully enter
the conference set up next year.
Rebecca Robertson won bronze at the European Wado Kai
(Karate) U18 Championships in Switzerland at the start of November.
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Rotary Young Chef Competition
On Friday 25th November 2016 at Penicuik High School, two first year pupils took part in the second
round of the Rotary Young Chef competition. Both Collette Dance and Caitlin Steele prepared, cooked
and served a two course meal - competing against six other pupils from schools across Midlothian and
East Lothian. Caitlin won third place and Collette received a certificate of merit - a great achievement by
both girls!!!
Modern Languages News
To commemorate Armistice Day this year, our S3 classes wrote a profile in French or
German on a family member and / or a local soldier. The poignant display they produced was of outstanding quality and admired by many.
At the end of November, five of our S4 pupils went abroad to do their week's work
experience in Cologne, Germany. They stayed with their penfriends' families and
worked in local nurseries. The timing of their visit coincided with the start of the
Christmas festivities and many of the photos they sent us have been of themselves
enjoying the local Christmas markets!

S1 French classes
All our S1 French classes have just completed a new film study based on the film ' Le
Petit Nicolas'. Pupils enjoyed watching the film, discussing the characters and the plot
and then writing a film review in French. We are delighted with the level of language
that many of them have been able to use. Well done, S1!
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BEESLACK PUPILS
EDINURGH SCHOOL SWIM
COMPETITION RESULTS
Adam Smith
100m Free (13th)
1.12.83 PB
200 free (10th)
2.41.55 PB
Jemma Gertenberger
200m breast (7th)
3.04.09 pb
100m back stroke (5th)
1.18.22 pb
Euan Edmiston
400m free (6th)
5.00.25
100m breast (3rd)
1.22.25
Sam Paterson
200m breast (10th)
3.07.63 pb
100m breast (8th)
1.29.13 pb
Beth McFarlane
200m breast (2nd)
2.44.29
100m breast (2nd)
1.14.81

Lessons From Auschwitz Project
On Tuesday the 8th of November, two sixth year pupils, Kathryn McKenzie and
Olivia Jones, were given the opportunity to visit Auschwitz for a day. This was arranged through the Holocaust Educational Trust’s Lessons from Auschwitz Project,
an innovative four-part course which gives students the opportunity to visit the
Nazi death and concentration camps, Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Kathryn and Olivia have now become ambassadors who spread what they have
learned and raise awareness against anti-Semitism and racism. During their time,
they visited Auschwitz One, which was originally an army barracks. Inside the
many buildings, there were displays of pictures and documents, reading glasses
and shoes. This was described as ‘one of the most hard hitting experiences of the
day’ because it really brought home the human cost and made the statistics real.
The second part took place in Auschwitz-Bitkenau, which was described as so
huge that ‘as far as you could see was concentration camp’. This also heightened
the reality of what the people suffered as the tour guide and a Rabbi told the stories of individuals and their plight, giving a deeper insight to the atrocities faced
by 1.1 million people.
On their return, Kathryn said it was undoubtedly the saddest thing she had ever
witnessed, but that is was an incredible experience that needed to be shared.
Olivia found it to be the most powerful and thought provoking days of her life.
Their next stage is to spread the message across the school through assemblies
and encourage people to visit.
The girls also attended the Holocuast Education Trust Reception at the Scottish
Parliament hosted by the First Minister Nicola Sturgeon on Wednesday 14th of
December. The girls were fabulous ambassadors for the school and even managed
a selfie with the First Minister!
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Sanford Park—Community Project
It was a great delight to see the new 3G pitch officially opened in October by former pupil and Hibernian Football
Club Captain David Gray. This project has taken nearly four years to come to fruition and it’s all down to the hard
work, determination and perseverance of Maureen Sanford our Lifelong Learning and Leisure Co-ordinator.
Maureen played a huge part in sourcing the funding for the project and worked in partnership with Penicuik Athletic, Sports Scotland, the MOD, SFA and Midlothian Council. She has overcome a number of significant hurdles
along the way and it is great to see so many people within the school and local community now benefiting from a
first class facility.
Since the pitch opened there are now over 1000 young people who make use of the facility throughout the week
and that’s just the evenings and weekends, not to mention the massive difference it has made to our PE facilities.
We will undoubtedly see the long term benefits to the health and wellbeing of our young people and the community as the more people begin to access the pitch.
As you can imagine there were a few eager fans who were delighted to have the opportunity to meet David and
we were delighted he was able to return to Beeslack to officially open the pitch.
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Minister for Public Health Visits Beeslack
It was a great privilege to be invited to host the launch of the Out of Hours Cardiac Arrest Strategy for Scotland on
the 24th of November. Aileen Campbell MSP arrived at Beeslack at 9.30am and got involved in a training event
where all our S1 pupils and the P7 pupils from Mauricewood learned how to administer CPR.
There was a great atmosphere in the drama studio and dining hall as all the pupils were put through their paces
by nurses, paramedics, fire officers and staff from Save a Life for Scotland.
The Minister stayed in school for over an hour talking to pupils and members of staff from all the partner agencies involved.
It was a really great opportunity for our pupils to receive this training and to be involved in such an important
event. We are now hoping to take it one step further and train all of our pupils in CPR.
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Science News
On the 30th November the Advanced Higher Biology crew visited the Kings Buildings of the UofE where we were given
the opportunity to explore many lab techniques which we had learnt about in class but not actually performed ourselves. In the morning we took to the lab to investigate gel electrophoresis. It was a great experience as this is something that we've not only talked about in class but it is also a very common technique which is used in labs everywhere, so to finally try it ourselves advanced our understanding and deepened our knowledge of how gel electrophoresis can be used in many versatile situations. In the afternoon we rotated around the university buildings looking at
Epigenetics, how imaging is used in biology and being given a tour of a research lab, giving us the opportunity to see
the instruments used in a research lab. We ended the day by listening to a doctor at the uni talking about his cutting
edge research that he had carried out recently. Overall, the experience was fascinating and gave us the opportunity
to see what we had learnt about in class in a real life setting.

Pathology for schools
On 16th November 2016, 4 of our Higher Human Biology students accompanied by Mr Jones attended a
‘Pathology for Schools’ workshop as part of National Pathology week at the Dick Vet teaching unit, Easter
Bush.
The students took part in a number of very hands on workshops including diseased organ specimens, a
sheep post mortem and microscope work. The afternoon finished with a number of very interesting talks on
the work of pathologists in both human and veterinary fields. All 4 students thoroughly enjoyed their time
at the Dick Vet and gained valuable insight and experience into the world of pathology, applied Biology and
Higher Education Science facilities.
Top of the Bench Competition
On the 6th of December a group of students attended Heriot-Watt tomorrow to take part in the Top of the bench Competition. They took part in the Regional Heat for the Royal Society of Chemistry .
The pupils who took part were:
Madeline Hulton - 2S1
Kate Main - 3S1
Keren Traynor - 3S2
Amy McQuillan - 4L1
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Music News
From the jazz-tinged opening of the new Bilston Primary to helping to sell out the Usher Hall it has been another
productive term for Beeslack’s musicians. Rehearsals are well underway for our annual Christmas Concert on
December 21st, and with Orchestra, Wind Band, Guitars, Percussion, Taiko, Ukuleles and Choirs all featured it
promises to be another great evening. After-school rehearsals have also started for our 2017 production of
Hairspray, with Miss Jones already putting the cast – as well as Miss McKernan and Mr Perry – through their
dancing paces!
Our musicians have also had a busy time out of school. The Beeslack Jazz Band performed at the opening of Bilston Primary School for Deputy First minister John Swinney and several of our soloists have also played in community concerts at Glencorse Church and Roslin Masonic Hall. A large number of our musicians also took part in
the annual Midlothian Schools Festival of Music at the Usher Hall in November which was another tremendous
success.
Chamber Choir is looking forward to taking part in the Midlothian Choir Challenge after Christmas, with a performance at Edinburgh’s Queen’s Hall on the horizon, before all eyes turn towards show week in June. You can’t
stop the beat!
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Inspiring Impressionism Trip
Our Senior Art and Design classes visited the National Gallery of Scotland in September this year to enhance and
deepen their knowledge and understanding of the Impressionists. The exhibition "Inspiring Impressionism" proved invaluable, providing real life experience and time for reflection on the artists and art movements in
which they are studying for their exams. Our students took part in a tour where they compared the work of artists such as Monet and Van Gogh, learning about the visual elements in Impressionism and Post Impressionism
and how to develop analytical opinion in Expressive art disciplines. We were so proud of each and every one of
our pupils, they had a great morning and they were able to make links between their experiences on the trip and
their studies in critical writing. We are all looking forward to our next venture!

Christmas Lecture
On Monday 5th December, 30 Higher Human Biology pupils went to the annual Christmas lecture at The Royal College of Surgeons in Edinburgh. The speaker was Professor Tracey Wilkinson from Dundee University. Her talk was entitled ‘From Burke to
Boric Acid’ and centred on anatomy through the ages. We were given information on the beginnings of body donation to Science and the activities of the infamous Burke and Hare in Edinburgh. Professor Wilkinson gave details on how bodies are embalmed today at Dundee University to allow them to be utilised to their full potential with regard to training doctors and surgeons. The talk ended with an interactive anatomy lesson where we learned about planes of movement and the scientific
names of different body parts. An added bonus was that we were given admission to the fascinating Surgeon’s Hall Museum
before the lecture, where we saw some bone and tissue specimens, artefacts and works of art. Pupils represented the school
excellently throughout the day and it was a great opportunity for them to learn more about anatomy in such a prestigious academic setting.
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Charities Committee News
The Beeslack Charities Committee has had a very busy term! The Non- Uniform day in October raised
£473.47. The nominated charities for the Non- Uniform money are Project Trust and David Livingstone
International Ltd. The remainder of the money will be split between the finalists from the S3 Youth and
Philanthropy Initiative.
In November, staff and S6 raised £116.62 by having a soup lunch for Crisis at Christmas in Edinburgh.
Collections have also taken place for Poppy Scotland and Waverley Care. The Charities Committee made
and sold Pudsey badges raising £57.65 for Children in Need. A group of S2 pupils organised the
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal in school and accompanied the 24 boxes to Craigmillar Parish Church to
see what happens next. Additionally, the annual food bank collection for the Bethany Trust has been a
great success with over 35 boxes of meals and many extra bags of food going too.
Olivia Jones and the S6 Charities Committee

Youth and Philanthropy Initiative Scotland
S3 RME pupils have the opportunity for £3000 to be awarded to a local charity of their choice. They are engaged in the Youth and Philanthropy Initiative which is supported by The Wood Foundation. After a successful launch event on 27th October, led by YPI Scotland representative Jane Clifford, pupils have chosen a
charity to represent and are working in groups to prepare presentations. Their team work skills are being
developed while they learn to make, and justify, their decisions. YPI encourages young people to choose a
local charity that they have a personal connection with; one of the key elements for winning groups is the
passion for their presentation. Each class will have an in class competition to choose which group will represent their class in the final, to be held in March. The overall winners will receive the £3000 grant for their
charity and all finalists will receive a share of the non-uniform day money for their chosen charity. In this
way our pupils can make a real difference to something that matters to them and our community and have a
key role in deciding what happens to their donations.

Page 12

English – Newsletter items
David Almond visit.
S1 pupils were treated to a visit from the Carnegie Medal winning author, David Almond in early November. He
spoke eloquently about the process of writing and where the inspiration for his storytelling comes from. We discovered that the most extraordinary ideas can blossom from the most mundane and ordinary things. The pupils
displayed their own imagination by instantly coming up with wonderful narratives inspired by ordinary objects
such as a pair of glasses or a Sharpie pen. Pupils were able to get their own books signed by David and purchase
copies of his novels. The pupils and staff thoroughly enjoyed the visit. (Miss Rankin in the CDT department also
got to meet her favourite children’s author – something she was very excited about!)
S1 Elective Programme
Inspired by the visit from David Almond, the English department have launched an elective programme for the S1
year group. We took one of the themes of the talk – that the ordinary is extraordinary – and offered the pupils
choices in how they would like to respond to that theme in a creative way. Throughout late November and most
of December, the students are working in different classes and groups. Pupils are working on animations, drama,
creative writing and other creative responses as we head towards our showcase event early in 2017. The finished
products are shaping up nicely. Keep an eye out on the website and on Twitter for details of how they get on!
Advanced Higher
In November, the Advanced Higher English class went on two trips: one to visit the library at Edinburgh University
and another to the opera.
At the library, the pupils had the opportunity to browse the vast collection of books and gather information for
their upcoming dissertations. The class learned how to navigate their way around the library, and this prepared
them for future endeavours at university. After a few hours of research, the group met with current university students to discuss course options and their own experiences at the Mosque Kitchen. The whole trip was valuable in
giving the students an insight into university life, and everybody has since expressed their enthusiasm and gratitude for the experience.
The following week, members of the class and staff attended Mozart’s opera The Marriage of Figaro at the Festival
Theatre. Everyone dressed to impress and thoroughly enjoyed the show. The opera had a very high standard of
production, and the audience were undoubtedly enthused, and the pupils were pleasantly surprised! Robbie Buntin, an S6 pupil, is quoted as saying ‘it was fire.’
Both the trips were a great success, and offered the students a wider understanding of the study of English.
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Maths News
This term has seen us say goodbye to Miss Mattocks and welcome Mrs Nicoll who joined us in October and
Mr Stewart joins us in December.
Enterprising Maths in the Lothians (EMIL)
This competition is held annually at Meadowbank Sports Centrre and is open to all state schools from across
the East of Scotland. It is always a challenging but hugely enjoyable day involving a series mathematical
challenges and games. Our team of Lucy Black, Euan Edmiston, Douglas Perry and Sinead Timoney performed very well finishing 11th and 1st of the Midlothian schools.
Our first place in the region gained us an invite to the national finals at the Glasgow Science Centre. Again,
our team performed admirably and had a great day tackling some extremely difficult mathematical problems.
Well done to you all you should be very proud of your achievements and the exceptional way you conducted
yourselves representing the school.

Scottish Mathematical Council (SMC)
This competition consists of two rounds of problems, 8 pupils from across the school entered round 1 with
some excellent scores being achieved. Round 2 is released in December, then in early Spring we receive the
much anticipated final results. Good luck with round 2.
Royal Institution Masterclasses
Six of our talented S2 Mathematicians were invited to attend a series of masterclasses on Saturday mornings
throughout Autumn. Led by mathematicians from three of Edinburgh’s universities the students explored
using mathematics to answer questions such as “Can you use maths to help a doctor?”.
The group have spoken enthusiastically of the enjoyment each session brought and the chance to see
mathematics in different applications, well done to you all.

Key Dates
9th January 2017
16th January
23rd January
24th January
8th February
13—17 February
20th February
15th March
22nd March
31st March
31st March
18th April

Term Two—School resumes
Parent Council Meeting 7pm in the Library
Senior Phase (S4-6) Prelims begin
Curriculum for Excellence—
Senior Phase Information Evening
S3 Parent Consultation Evening
School Closed Mid-Term Holiday
School Resumes
Parent Council Meeting 7pm in the Library
S2 Parent Consultation Evening
Non-Uniform Day
School Closes for Spring Holiday
School resumes for Term Three

Follow us on twitter @BeeslackHigh

New website : www.beeslackhigh.co.uk

School App - “School News”(download for free)
search for the school by name or postcode and
get school information, calendar or events etc at
your fingertips!

