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Dear Parent/Carer,
It gives me great pleasure to bring you a special edition newsletter featuring many of the varied trips and
excursions that the young people participated in at the end of last session. This edition is packed full of
photos and stories from pupils and teachers about the experiences they had as part of our suspended
timetable.
I also want to take this opportunity to thank Mr Hepburn and Miss Mattocks for the huge amount of work
they put in organising the suspended timetable. Thanks also to all the staff who supervised trips and gave
up a lot of their own time to afford our pupils the opportunity to experience other cultures and put their
learning into practice. I am delighted to say that I received very positive feedback from many organisations hosting our pupils, their behaviour was impeccable and were a credit to you and the school.
The start of the school session is as always a very busy time. The S1 pupils have settled in well to the routines of a new school, I have visited them in many classes and they are certainly embracing the new experiences being in high school brings.
We have made a number of staffing appointments in particular in Home Economics. Ms Campbell will join
us on Monday the 3rd October and we are looking forward to welcoming her to the team. In the current
climate recruitment of staff is proving challenging across Scotland. We are about to interview for a permanent part-time Maths teacher and we currently have a vacancy in the English department with no suitable candidates applying. Rest assured we are doing everything we can to ensure this does not negatively
impact on the pupils and their learning and we hope to have a long-term solution in place by the October
break.
We have appointed our Senior Pupil Leadership team for the session following a rigorous recruitment
process, it is a delight to be able to introduce the Head boy and girl and the Depute Head girls to you in
this newsletter, more from them later.
We will be holding our annual Open Evening on the 13th of October from 6.30—8.30pm for prospective
pupils and their parents and our current S1 pupils. Please come along and have a tour of the school, meet
teachers and let pupils share with you some of their learning over the last few week.
Much of the feedback I received from parents last session related to the school website and the need to
update it. I am delighted to say that we have a new website in the final stages of development. It has
proved an arduous task to get information and content gathered together but I hope the final result will
be worth it. Fingers crossed the new website will go live just after the October break, more information
will follow when the site goes live. I would also welcome any feedback you have and if there is any information not included on the new site please drop us an email and let us know.
Lynn Black
Headteacher

Cover photos: Malawi Expedition , Battlefields Trip and Paris
Trip 2016

Page 3

Battlefields Trip
On the 25th June a group of S5 and S6 pupils travelled across the channel to visit the battlefields of WW1. Our first visit was to the Hill 60 and Hill 62 trenches kept to show people what
they were like at the time of war. From this visit it showed us the degree of suffering the soldiers had to endure all while trying to win the war.
Following this we then visited the museum and memorial for these trenches and that of the
Hooge crater that we would see later in the week. The amount of varied ages and nationalities
on these memorials demonstrated the vastness of the war and how destructive it was. Also,
the museum contained many belongings of the men on the front lines, showing us the person
to the names making it very real and hard-hitting.
The next day we visited Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest commonwealth memorial for WW1.
Walking through the rows and rows of headstones demonstrated firsthand the scale of the
war, as we couldn’t comprehend the loss of that many people in just one place. However, we
then visited a German memorial where over 45,000 men had been buried. This in contrast
seemed more like a graveyard rather than a memorial, making it sombre as we felt just as respectful and upset for the men that lay there.
On the last night in Ypres we attended the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate, after which
we had our own ceremony. The past week’s events and emotions were shown through this
touching tribute to the men who sacrificed their lives.
Our final day was spent in Bruges seeing the city on a boat tour; this was a fantastic way to
end the trip. The experience taught us about the harshness and brutality of WW1 but also of
the brave men and women on both sides who died for our future.
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Beeslack High School France/Germany Trip 2016
On the 25th of June a group of 42 pupils and 5 teachers left the rain in hope of sun. However to our great
displeasure, this was not to be. On arrival, we went for a walk around Lahr and discovered Müller, the best
shop ever! We were excited to sit down to our ‘chicken’ at dinner, until we realised it was veal... That night
we made up for it though by visiting an amazing Eiscafe and all enjoying a delicious Spaghettieis!
We woke up on Sunday to sunshine and the chiming of church bells (every fifteen minutes!). On arrival in
Strasbourg, the Petit Train was waiting for us. The tour of Strasbourg allowed us to see the stunning architecture and scenic views. After the tour, we climbed all 330 steps of the Strasbourg cathedral. The views at the
top made it well worth the climb. However, as soon as we stepped out of the cathedral, the rain began.
Thankfully, we were approached by some street vendors selling umbrella hats and the majority of the group
gave in to their offer and bought a hat for three Euros.
Monday began well as we arrived at Freiburg’s beautiful market. Many of us tried Bratwurst or Currywurst as
the coach driver told us we couldn’t go to a German market without having one. Next we went to the
Schauinsland cable car. We reached the top and then climbed even higher up the viewing tower. Mr Giblin,
terrified of heights, bravely overcame his fear and climbed to the top of the tower, even if it was a slow ascent. That evening we went bowling and took full advantage of the free WiFi!
Tuesday was the hardest day as in the morning we went to Le Struthof concentration camp. Whilst it was not
an enjoyable experience, it was important for us to see and learn about what people went through during
the war.
In the evening we began packing and went on a final group trip into Lahr. We finally managed to take our
group photo (see below) .The next morning we got the coach to Basel airport where it cost six euros for a
bottle of water. We were happy to go home to nice food and drinkable tap water; however everyone was
sad to be leaving France, Germany and their new friends. The trip was amazing (even with the questionable
food) and we would all love to visit Germany and France again.
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Edinburgh Zoo trip
Edinburgh Zoo was a fantastic day for the suspended timetable. The group went on the public buses, which
went smoothly. The zoo is home to many species, from flamingos to penguins, pandas and tapirs. There was
certainly something to see for everybody.
Upon arrival, the group went to the top of the hill, which at the time seemed like a mountain. We then took
a few moments to absorb the marvellous view. From there, the group split into mini groups where they dispersed around the zoo to look at the animals they wanted to see.
Lunchtime boasted several scrumptious options, which everybody could agree upon. There was a restaurant,
a café and a sweets shop. Many pupils swarmed to the sweets shop, naturally!
After lunch, the group split up again to have some more time to look at the animals. Later on however, the
group joined up again to see the pandas. The pandas as per usual, were sleeping and eating but they were a
sight to see for sure!
The final little slot of the visit left some worn out, and others ambitious and trucking along. But by 2:30 it
was time to leave, and all boarded the bus back to Beeslack. Overall the zoo was a triumphant and excellent
time. A must do for next year's pupils!

By Tristan Pennell S6
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Malawi 2016
Three flights, 19 hours and 7,688 miles later, 15 pupils (myself included), two teachers and our expedition leader
arrived in Malawi’s Capital city, Lilongwe, on the 19th of June 2016. Tired, but equally excited for the incredible
three weeks we had ahead of us, we headed, minus one unlucky rucksack, for Mabuya Camp to acclimatise and
prepare for the first stage of our trip.
The following day, after experiencing our first African supermarket we paid a visit to The Ministry of Hope Crisis
Nursery in Lilongwe. We spent around 4 hours playing with and caring for the babies in the orphanage as well as
chatting with the nurses and volunteers that care for them on a daily basis.
The day after we set off on the long but scenic journey North to Edinburgh Girls High School in Ekwendeni. Here
we spent 5 days getting to know the girls that attend the school as well as making bricks to build new classrooms, clearing land for a football pitch, and playing football and netball with the girls. We also taught them
some touch rugby with the donated rugby balls we brought. They seemed to love it and even got some of the
local children playing it too.
In addition, during one of the days we were able to visit a typical African market in a nearby town. It was amazing to wander through the small alleyways filled with vibrantly coloured cloth, fruit and Veg.
After the five busy days we then headed to Luwawa lodge, an activities centre, around 4 hours away. We spent
two nights there and were more than delighted with the hot showers available. We also had the opportunity to
take part in mountain biking, archery, table tennis and lovely walks around the lake and forest.
Feeling rested and recharged we then moved on to our next stage: 4 days at the Kuti Reserve near Salima. Here
we stayed in 4 beautiful wooden A-frames, although the same couldn't be said for the teachers who still had to
camp.
During our time at Kuti we carried out conservation work in the reserve like game counts, briquette making, litter picks and painting a building. We were able to see huge numbers of zebras, monkeys, baboons, antelopes,
kudus and even a giraffe, a tame ostrich named Evelyn, a black mamba and strangely enough, a retired camel. It
was so rewarding spending time at the reserve but after the 4 nights we once again set off on another long journey to Liwonde National Park in Southern Malawi.
Here we spent 2 nights going first on a Boat safari along the river where we were able to get amazingly close to
hippos and crocodiles. From the boats we were also able to see large families of elephants which I know was a
highlight for many. We then went on a land safari where we saw more of the amazing African wildlife, safari
planes, an enormous hollow baobab tree and a stunning sunset over the river.
From Liwonde we moved on to our last destination for the final 3 days: Cape Maclear, by lake Malawi. Here we
were able to meet many of the incredibly welcoming locals and buy some handcrafted gifts for our families and
friends in the village. We then also had the opportunity to kayak out to one of the lake’s islands, Domwe Island,
where we spent the night either in small cabins, hammocks or on the beach under the stars. It was such a special
way to end the trip.
We then returned to Cape Maclear the following day. From here we headed back to Lilongwe and Mabuya Camp
for our final night. The next morning we said our very emotional goodbye’s to Malawi and also to our lovely bus
drivers Billy and Simeon and set off on the long long journey home. The experience exceeded all my expectations
and I’m extremely grateful to have taken part, it is a time I will truly never forget.
Anna Ballingal S6
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Hello, my name is Ollie and I am Head Boy at Beeslack. I am
overjoyed to have been chosen for the role and I am very
excited to get to work with the other captains, as well as
the rest of the school, over the course of the year!
In my role as Head Boy I hope to establish a positive relationship with both the school and the community, and I aim
to create further ties between the two by implementing a
monthly food bank collection service at Beeslack. I feel that
this will help to unite the school whilst benefiting those in
need in Penicuik.
As the year progresses, I look forward to carrying out my
responsibilities as Head Boy, and I hope to have a lasting
positive influence at Beeslack.
Ollie Turbitt (S6)

Charities Committee
The S6 Charities Committee is looking forward to a busy year with a variety of charitable activities
scheduled throughout the session. The group oversees the calendar of events and is looking forward to the whole school Sponsored Walk that takes place on September 15 th. A non-uniform day
will take place on October 14th, with further non-uniform days on December 23rd, March 31st and
June 30th. Charities benefiting from the non-uniform day donations will be selected by the S6
Charities committee, the ‘highly commended’ group presentation from the S3 Youth and Philanthropy Initiative, and Livingstone House (in future years Hoy and Stevenson will take a turn).
Other events already planned for this term are the Poppy Scotland Collection, Waverley Care, the
collection for a food bank, Senior Citizens Christmas Party and the shoe box appeal undertaken by
staff. We look forward to the ongoing support of the whole school community.
S6 Charities Committee

I was very pleased to be appointed as Head Girl earlier this session. The role
gives me the opportunity to give something back to Beeslack for all the support I have received throughout my time here. Part of the application process was to plan out an initiative. My initiative revolves around strengthening
the community bond both in and outside of school through fundraisers and
community events, welcoming the outside community in to raise the reputation of those at Beeslack and organising social events for the students to get
involved in. I am looking forward to this year and to making sure Class of '17
leave their mark on Beeslack!
Vaila Robertson (S6)
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It’s an absolute honour to have been selected as Depute Head Girl,
I look forward to the many challenges and rewards this role will
bring to me over the coming year. I would like to work with the captaincy team, staff and pupils in order to make our final year at Beeslack very memorable. Alongside many other events and activities, I
hope to organise a sponsored triathlon for all age groups in order to
bring the school together to work together, and show our community what a great team we have at Beeslack Community High
School.
Jenny Timoney (S6)
Duke of Edinburgh Award – Going for Bronze – and
Olympian effort:
Congratulations and well done to the 26 Beeslack pupils, working in 5 groups, who completed the expedition element of their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award
recently. Working within their group, each planned
and prepared for their walking expedition from Melrose to Selkirk and Yair Forest, choosing their route,
planning their meals and resourcing their equipment. Each Group worked independently and were
self sufficient, carrying tents, stoves, food, etc to survive for two days. For lesser mortals, this would seem
enough of a challenge, but many of our groups decided, on route, that their expedition did not offer
them a sufficient challenge and so ‘went exploring’. Whether this was to find new routes for future
expeditions, or just to extend their journey time, or
simply to make the most of the day, remains unclear.
An Olympian effort you may think – but for the Beeslack DofE, they walked it.

I am very pleased to have been appointed as a Deputy Head Girl as it is a role with many
exciting opportunities and responsibilities. I hope that in this position I will be a positive role
model to the younger pupils, have the chance to make improvements within the school and
be able to give back to my peers, teachers and the community that I have gained so much
from during my time at Beeslack Community High School.
In addition, I plan to carry out my initiative of sponsoring the education of at least one girl at
Edinburgh School for Girls in Mzuzu, Malawi, a high school I spent a week at on a school expedition last June. The money to do this will come from various charity events throughout
the school year. By doing this, I hope to encourage a greater pupil evolvement in charitable
events within the school as students will be able to see the difference they are making to
these girl’s lives and also to be a part of strengthening the ties between the two schools.
I am delighted to be working as part of such a great captaincy team and look forward to the
year ahead.
Anna Ballingal (S6)
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For the Suspended Timetable I did the Sew Crafty course for
two days and I thoroughly enjoyed it. On the first day we
used the sewing machines and made a tote bag. On the second day we made a make up bag with a zip and some bunting. The sewing course inspired me to make an apron over
the summer holidays, I would recommend the activity to
anyone who likes Arts and Crafts.
Megan Wynne S2

Kayaking - Suspended Timetable - 29th and 30th June
Kayaking sessions took place on the Union Canal based at Meggetland
Sports Complex - using kayaks from the Edinburgh Schools Kayak Club.
Both groups were very fortunate with the weather and they thoroughly enjoyed their morning taster sessions and managed to master
basic kayaking skills.
After lunch on Wed 29th, the group ventured East towards Fountainbridge and tackled the slalom course at Forth Canoe Club, whilst making sure Mr Stewart and Bruce got thoroughly soaked.
After lunch on Thursday 30th, the group ventured West and paddled
over Slateford Aqueduct, many of the students viewed Longstone
from the heights of the Aqueduct. Although a much more subdued
paddle, several of the girls in the group decided they wanted to try
capsize drills or slip out their kayak. They were less pleased when they
realised that the Canal is not the temperature of a swimming pool.
Mr Stewart greatly appreciated the help from Kayak Coaches - Bruce
Macdonald and Shiela Monro, who both volunteered to help and were
both impressed with the behaviour, effort and team work of the students.

Sporting News
Netball
Netball at Beeslack has exploded with more
and more girls getting involved in the
sport. We have a club of 26 girls which has
resulted in a S2 and Open team being entered into the Scottish Cup this year. The
S2's are due to play Peebles, St.Georges
and Firhill and the Open team will play
Penicuik, Newbattle and Balerno. If any
girls are interested then they should come
along after school on Tuesdays.
Football
Our S2 football team are scheduled to play
Craigmount HS at the end of October.

Congratulations to Louis Nicholson in S2 who
has raised an amazing £600 for Lupus UK. This is
a charity which is very close to Louis’ heart and
before the summer holidays Louis decided to
raise money for the charity by shaving his head.
He had been growing his hair for quite some
time and he took the plunge on the last day of
term. All proceeds from our dress down day
went towards this very worthwhile cause.
Great job Louis, well done!
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Paris Trip 2016
We arrived at Gare du Nord in the afternoon, everyone buzzing with excitement; not even the rain that decided to welcome us would dampen our spirits. After unintentionally exploring for a little while, we found our
hotel and were greeted by the staff and shown our rooms. We all claimed our beds and made ourselves at
home before getting ready to go for dinner. It was quite intimidating when walking along the streets we saw
some army officers holding onto their guns due to high security for The Euros that were taking place but it
couldn’t take away from the pretty sights around us.
We all bundled onto the metro as our main mode of transport on the trip and were entertained on a few journeys by some unassuming buskers. Visiting Notre Dame was definitely the highlight of the trip for me- even
trumping Disneyland! It was stunning to see the intricate architecture and attention to detail of the serene
church and it felt really magical. Relaxing and eating crepes by the River Seine with the Eiffel tower right in
front of us felt surreal. The sun was shining as we then went on a boat ride and waved to the people passing
by. But that will never compare to going up 59 floors to the top of Montparnasse tower and getting a 360˚
view of Paris. On our last full day we boarded a coach to Disneyland, singing songs together and cheering upon
arrival. The Tower of Terror was my favourite ride, even if it did make you feel like all of your insides had been
flipped about. It felt like walking around a dream land seeing all of my favourite childhood characters everywhere and watching them all in the parade.
After all of that magic mania, we had dinner at the Hard Rock Café which was really cool- I was sitting underneath a signed Johnny Cash guitar! Dinner was really nice, and ended with us all singing happy birthday to our
friends Gabriella and Findlay as the waitress brought her a free sundae with a candle on top. It’s safe to say we
were all knackered by the time we got back to the hotel, and saddened by the fact that this was our last night.
The morning involved some last minute packing and very tired faces as we bid goodbye to the beautiful city of
Paris and headed to the train station to go home.

Key Dates
13th October
14th October
14th October
24th October
26th October
27th October
2nd November
11th November
7th December
15th December
21st December
22nd December
23rd December
23rd December

Open Evening – 6.30pm
Non-uniform day – All year groups
Holidays – Break for one week
School resumes
Beeslack Parent Council – 7pm in the Library
Young Philanthropy initiative - Launch with S3 pupils
S1 Parent Consultation Evening 5pm
Remembrance Assemblies
S4 Parent Consultation Evening – 5pm
S5/6 Parent Consultation Evening – 5pm
Christmas Concert – 7.30pm
Christmas Assemblies
Non-uniform Day – All year groups
Holidays – Break for two weeks

9th January 2017

School resumes

Follow us on twitter @BeeslackHigh

New website coming soon....goes live in October!!

